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Lighting the dark recesses of society 


We make no apologies to our readers for the lack of international news in this 
issue. With the start this month of the final part of the inquiry into the brutal and 
racist murder of young Stephen Lawrence in Eltham in April 1993, much of this 
issue is devoted to the wider implications of this single crime. We look at organ- 
ised racism and the police’s failure to protect a large part of London’s 
community, issues that have to be understood before central government, the 
police and the community at large can successfully stop similar horrors from 
being repeated time and time again. 

The Lawrence Inquiry, to which Searchlight will be giving evidence, is a unique 
chance to examine these issues, and Searchlight’s submission to it is aimed at aid- 
ing that process. It is our hope that the Inquiry’s report will lead to firm and 
effective action. 

Throughout this issue we show how the dirty hands of the National Front and 
later the British National Party played a role in creating and actively assisting in 
a murderous campaign, which they wrapped up in our country’s flag as “Rights 
for Whites” or, when the mask dropped, with demands for “Race War”, 
especially in east and southeast London. In particular we salute the courage of 
Matthews Collins for his work in naming names and so graphically describing 
his youthful experience in the far right in the very area where the murders of 
three young black people took place. 

At last Searchlight can exclusively reveal that at least one of the racist gang 
whom the Daily Mail accused of murdering Stephen Lawrence had a long 
connection with a leading far-right activist and was regularly seeing their often 
illegal material which urges people to go out and kill. Despite all the efforts of the 
inquiry, the media and the police, we alone have made this connection, once 
again demonstrating Searchlight’s ability to light up the darkest recesses of some 
people’s minds and our society. 

On other fronts we take some pride in breaking through the media silence over 
the ongoing scandal surrounding the presence in Britain of the wanted Italian 
terrorist Roberto Fiore, with a two-page article in The Guardian by Searchlight’s 
editor. Abroad in cooperation with our international network we have helped put 
a spanner in the works of this year’s nazi Rudolf Hess memorial marches, 
reducing the total nazi turnout in Denmark and Germany to a mere 300. 

What we must not forget is that the British National Party, which helped sow 
the seeds for young Stephen’s death, intends next year to carry its message of 
hate into millions of homes via TV, radio and the free distribution of election 
addresses for its candidates in the European elections. This issue of Searchlight 
alone should convince us all that this must not be allowed to happen. 
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Alleged killer’s nazi links 


Searchlight can now exclusively reveal 
a connection between one of Stephen 
Lawrence’s alleged killers and some of 
the most extreme of Britain’s far-right 
groups. 


Wnow seems unlikely that the five men who 
have been widely named as the murderers of 
Stephen Lawrence will ever be convicted. A 
combination of police racism, incompetence 
and corruption has made sure of that. 
However, the more that is discovered, the 
guiltier they seem, as their performance at the 
Lawrence Inquiry testified. 

A considerable amount of information has 
emerged about the five: Neil and Jamie 
Acourt, Gary Dobson, David Norris and Luke 
Knight. 

@ Neil (then 17) and Jamie Acourt (16) were 
the leading figures in the gang and liked to be 
known locally as “The Krays”. Both had been 
in trouble before, Neil having been accused 
of attacking a black footballer at a local 
sports centre, while Jamie had been thrown 
out of a youth club for daubing NF (National 
Front) on the wall. They had both constantly 
harassed an Asian family in the area and 
Jamie had once been caught at school with a 
gun. When police raided their family home 
they discovered a handgun, six knives and a 
sword. 

@ Dobson (17) was considered by the police 
to be the possible weak link in the group. The 
rest of the gang viewed him as a dimwit. His 
jacket matched a description given by an eye- 
witness to the murder, and his initial alibi 
soon fell apart. When police arrested him 
they found two knives and a CS gas canister. 


@ Knight (16) was the youngest of the group 
and liked to boast that he was related to a 
notorious London gangster. Like Dobson, his 
initial claims of not being associated with the 
others proved false. 

@ Norris (17) was the most controversial of 
the five. During the ingniry the connections 
between his father, Clifford, a well known 
south London criminal, and local police offi- 
cers became public, raising the question of a 
cover-up. Like the Acourts, Norris was a 
feared local racist. 

After a 15-month investigation Searchlight 
has learnt that active neo-nazis knew at least 
one of the accused. While there is no evi- 
dence to show that any of them actually 
belonged to any extreme right-wing political 
organisation, two separate sources have stated 
that they obtained neo-nazi material before 
and after the murder. 

Searchlight’s information is that Dobson 
had a close relationship with Liz Hunt, also 
known as Liz Ford, now the partner of Mark 
Atkinson. Atkinson is a leading member of 
Combat 18 and has recently served a prison 
sentence for producing and distributing The 
Stormer, a C18 publication which included 
threats to kill. 

Dobson met Hunt some time before the 
murder. She had a long involvement with the 
British Movement, one of the most openly 
nazi and violent organisations in Britain since 
the war, which had a strong power base in 
southeast London, and she herself came from 
Eltham. She had previously been living with 
a leading member of the BM, who fathered 
two of her four children. Hunt has also been 
involved in the BM-controlled Gods of War 


Scooter Club. She became involved in C18 
after beginning a relationship with Rob Gray, 
a former NF candidate and C18 activist, who 
was later sent to prison alongside Atkinson. 

Hunt and Dobson remained friends long 
after the murder, a period in which she regu- 
\arly supplied neo-nazi materia) to him, some- 
times at his specific request. On one occasion 
she gave him several copies of the third issue 
of Combat 18. This publication, for which 
three people were jailed, is the most extreme 
neo-nazi magazine ever produced in Britain. 
Its eight pages contain hit-lists, threats to kill 
and bomb-making instructions. 

Dobson also attended at least one neo-nazi 
social event in southeast London, although 
the publicity generated by his arrest persuad- 
ed him to remain inactive. 

During the inquiry Dobson objected to 
being called a racist. When asked about his 
use of the word “nigger”, Dobson replied: “I 
wouldn’t say so. It’s just a word that comes 
out sometimes.” He certainly did not tell any- 
one of his neo-nazi friends. However Hunt 
has been less discreet, regularly boasting 
about her connections with Dobson. 

The extreme right have continually refused 
to condemn the murder of Stephen Lawrence. 
Indeed, they continue to dismiss the incident 
as a gang fight. Terry Blackham, the NF 
south London organiser, warmly applauded 
Stuart Hollingdale, 32, who was imprisoned 
for 75 days for criminal damage to the 
Stephen Lawrence memorial, a crime that the 
magistrate described as a disgusting act 
aimed at causing maximum distress to the 
family. They were, Blackham told an audi- 
ence in Coventry on 27 June, good friends. 
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r Vhe early 1990s was a period of con- 
frontation, a period of unprecedented 
activity by the neo-nazi British 

National Party (BNP) that culminated in the 

election of its first and only local councillor, 

Derek Beackon, in the east London borough 

of Tower Hamlets. It was also a period that 

witnessed a massive rise in racial attacks, par- 
ticularly in the very areas where neo-nazi 
activity was greatest. 

Between 1989 and 1993 the number of 
reported incidents of racial violence in 
England and Wales rose by 80%*. However 
in London the figures were far worse; in 
many boroughs of east and southeast London 
racial incidents more than doubled. By 1993, 
40% of all reported racial incidents in 
England and Wales occurred in the capital, 
10% in east London alone. 

Even these figures probably hide the true 
extent of racism in Britain. According to the 
London Research Centre only 50% of racial 
incidents are reported to the police. The 
Home Office Select Committee investigating 
racial violence put the reported figure even 
lower, at 10%. 

The BNP had achieved little since its for- 
mation in 1982. Even allowing for the repeat- 
ed splits and feuds within the National Front, 
the BNP was still the junior partner on the 
British extreme right. That was until 1989, 
when it began to challenge and eventually 
supersede its bitter rival. 

The architect of the BNP’s success was 
Eddie Butler, a former Tory and a skilled 
political operator. In 1989 he began pursuing 
a policy of community politics, in which the 
BNP targeted small areas on localised issues. 
Using the slogan “Rights for Whites” it cen- 
tred its campaign on east and southeast 
London, taking up issues of housing, anti- 
racism in schools and law and order. 

However that did not mean it jettisoned its 
hardline beliefs, central to which was the 
Jewish conspiracy. The BNP continued to 
publish Holocaust denial material and printed 
articles in its magazine Spearhead praising 
the notorious antisemitic forgery, The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. Richard 
Edmonds, the BNP’s national organiser, 
greeted one Searchlight informer to the 
party’s annual rally in 1991 by saying: 
“Welcome to Nuremberg, Bethnal Green 
style”. 


“Rights for Whites” 


The stabbing of John Stoner, a white teenag- 
er, in east London gave the BNP a focus for 
the launch of its Rights for Whites campaign. 
The party plied local white people with racist 
propaganda that only sharpened the already 
frayed relationships between the communi- 
ties. “New Immigrant Flood on Way” ran one 
BNP headline in 1995, “Now its official! 
London Councils told to plan for 1 million 
more”. “Immigrant takeover of Britain: The 
Horrifying Truth”, ran another in 1994. Its 
May 1993 headline, “Seven Million”, was a 
reference to the alleged ethnic minority popu- 
lation in Britain. 

Of course the stories were based on distor- 
tions, lies and exaggerations. The claim that 
there were seven million immigrants in 
Britain originated from a businessman over 
keen to promote his “Black Pages” telephone 
directory. Another headline stating that the 
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Fanning 
the flames 
of hatred 


Searchlight has long argued that intense fascist activity leads to 
increased racial tension and violence. In this special investigation, 
Searchlight charts the connections between the rise in racial 
violence and the increasingly active British National Party in 


London in the early 1990s. 


BNP was set to become Britain’s third party 
came from a question in a Daily Express 
opinion poll in which more people stated they 
were nationalist in outlook rather than liberal. 

The impact of the BNP’s presence cannot 
be underestimated. While few people actually 
read the party’s publications, their presence 
was still influential. “While the material and 
direct political impact of such groups on the 
activities of young people was limited,” says 
Roger Hewitt of the Institute of Education, 
“young people sought a legitimation of their 
racism through reference to the BNP”. 

The new BNP was not solely confined to 
political campaigning and distributing propa- 
ganda. Between 1989 and 1993 BNP mem- 
bers were involved in numerous violent inci- 
dents, all contributing to the increasing racial 
tensions in London. Most of these attacks 
were on their political opponents, although 
several were on black and Asian people. 

As the BNP grew in the early 1990s, it 
attracted some of the more violent elements 





Trio of criminals, lan Dell, a BNP organiser from southeast London, Richard 


of the extreme right. From the Home 
Counties came a group of Blood and Honour 
skinheads, several of whom were later impris- 
oned for an unprovoked attack on an Indian 
restaurant. In west London the BNP gained 
support from several leading Chelsea 
Headhunter football hooligans who had previ- 
ously been aligned to the NF. One of these 
was Andy Frain, a Reading based thug, who 
was imprisoned for attacking an Asian with a 
baseball bat. They were not the only defec- 
tions from the NF, as the entire Croydon NF 
branch, including several violent thugs, 
joined the BNP. 

These people cared more for violence than 
electioneering. Time and again they would 
encourage and perpetrate attacks on their 
political and racial opponents. More often 
than not, this was with the specific blessing 
and active participation of the BNP leader- 
ship. 

When several members were arrested for 
stabbing an Algerian man on a London train, 








Edmonds, convicted of violent disorder during a vicious attack on a black man, 
and “wild beast” Simon Biggs, who got four years’ jail for slashing their victim 











Face full of hate: Derek Beackon, the short-lived, solitary BNP councillor in Tower 
Hamlets (left), with John Morse, convicted peddler of race hate. Below left: the 
crude leaflet circulated in east London during the 1992 general election. Below 
right: organised violent racism in east London was not confined to Tower 
Hamlets. This is what was left of a Newham Halal butcher's after it was bombed 

















the BNP newspaper, British Nationalist, 
gloated that the attackers gave the victim 
‘a “real lesson by surgically removing one 
of his kidneys”. 

In April 1991 the BNP launched a 
physical attack on a meeting addressed 
by the controversial black American, Rev Al 
Sharpton, at Friends Meeting House near 
Euston. A smoke grenade was thrown into the 
room. Soon afterwards they viciously 
attacked a meeting of local people opposed to 
the presence of the BNP’s headquarters in 
Welling, southeast London. One of those 
attacked was a Labour councillor. 

It was also in 1991 that the BNP instigated 
a riot in Bermondsey, with a thousand people 
going on the rampage pulling black drivers 
out of cars and attacking Asian shops. This 
was the first of a number of attempts to 
encourage white youths physically to con- 
front the local black community. 











It is perhaps unsurprising that the BNP 
leadership enjoyed these confrontations. 
During this period Edmonds, was arrested for 
possession of a knife and later convicted for 
his part in an unprovoked bottle attack on a 
black man and white woman in Bethnal 
Green, only days after Beackon’s election 
victory in Millwall. Another national BNP 
officer, Tony Lecomber, was sent to prison 
for attacking a Jewish teacher on the London 
underground, whom he caught taking down 
BNP stickers. His arrest came soon after his 
release from an earlier three-year sentence for 
attempting to bomb the offices of a left-wing 
organisation. 





Even Butler, the architect 
of the Rights for Whites 
campaign, enjoyed a fight. 
In early 1992 he participat- 
ed in an attack on Anti Nazi 
League campaigners in east 
London, leaving the area 
covered in somebody else’s 
blood. He was also driving 
the car when two Combat 
18 activists, Will Browning 
and Alan Thompson, 
attacked an ANL flyposting 
team. Thompson struck one 
man across the head with a 
bar or truncheon, while 
Browning proceeded to stab 
the man in the leg and back 
at least 12 times. 

Yet the truth remains that 
the bulk of racist attacks are 
carried out not by BNP 
members but by gangs of 
white youths, although all 
too often the perpetrators of 
these attacks have had some 
contact with the BNP and 
neo-nazi politics. At least 
one of the three men convicted for attacking 
and then driving over a black man in a garage 
forecourt in Ilford was known to the BNP. In 
1992 George McKay shouted nazi slogans 
when he stabbed a man to death in southeast 
London, and in the same year Joseph Connor 
from Peckham, south London, made nazi 
salutes and screamed “Sieg Heil” at police 
after shooting dead the 15-year-old nephew of 
the Asian owner of an off-licence that Connor 
had tried to rob. 

Time and again the presence of the BNP 
gave a warped legitimacy to many racist 
youths. While few ever join such groups as 
the BNP or NF, many, including those 
accused of killing Stephen Lawrence, had 
access to fascist propaganda. 


Wider influences 

The BNP did not create racism in our society. 
It is not responsible for Britain’s nationalist 
and imperialist past, nor has it played any part 
in the economic decline in many working 
class areas that has done much to cause 
resentment. However the presence and activi- 
ty of the BNP gives a racist articulation to 
many people and encourages and gives confi- 
dence to young men who seem only too will- 
ing to fight. 

The Conservative Party’s preoccupation 
with “illegal” and “bogus” refugees during 
the early 1990s, fuelled by a right-wing press, 
only added credibility to the BNP message. 
As its votes increased in east London, so did 
its respectability among white working class 
people. 

In October 1992 the Home Office Minister 
dismissed a parliamentary question by Mr 
Austin-Walker MP on the connection 
between fascist activity and racial violence in 
London. In 1998 the BNP is once again talk- 
ing of “race war” in east London and parts of 
Lancashire and Yorkshire. The time has come 
for everyone to recognise the ability of 
groups such as the BNP to incite racial 
hatred, violence and murder. 


*Home Office statistics 
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The BNP in 
east London 
Stepping stone 
to race war 


t was on the east London borough of Tower Hamlets that 
I the British National Party focused much of its energy dur- 

ing the early 1990s. It was here that Eddie Butler’s “Rights 
for Whites” policy was put into practice, and it was here that 
the neo-nazi group won its first council seat. However, its 
presence also incited an alarming rise in racial attacks. 


Tower Hamlets is one of the poorest areas in 
Britain. Despite being designated an urban 
priority area and despite the work of the 
London Docklands Development 
Corporation, change has only been for the 
worse. With the loss of its traditional employ- 
er, the docks, unemployment remains at 20%, 
although in many parts of the borough it was 
much higher. Sixty per cent of children quali- 
fied for free school meals and 75% of house- 
holds had an income of less than £7000. 

Housing was a particular problem for many 
local people. Council house sales and the 
council’s inability to invest in housing created 
a serious shortage. What public housing did 
emerge, owned by two new housing associa- 
tions, was increasingly expensive. On the 
council’s own admission, 35% of white house- 
holds and 47% of ethnic minority households 
on the Isle of Dogs were overcrowded. 

“Added to this”, says Sue Mayo, a local 
community worker, in her contribution to the 
book Learning from the conflict, “was the 
tremendous change that had been brought to 
the Island by the building of Canary Wharf. 
There was still a lot of resentment at the 
stresses which the building programme had 
placed on people’s lives and the disappoint- 
ment that there had been fewer benefits than 
hoped for in terms of jobs.” 

Six billion pounds of public money was put 
into the Docklands development scheme; few 
if any benefits were experienced by local peo- 
ple. The widely held view was that local and 
national politicians were ignoring them. “The 
Isle of Dogs in 1993 was a community which 
had not been listened to,” says Nick Holtam, 
Vicar of Christ Church, Isle of Dogs, between 
1988 and 1995. 

The BNP tapped into this reservoir of 
resentment, offering local white people an 
identifiable target on which to pin the blame. 
By word of mouth and through its printed 
propaganda, it spread misinformation and dis- 
honest claims. “The BNP had thrived on false 
mythologies and inaccurate information,” 
says Holtam. “Many white people simply 
assumed that the Bangladeshis got preferen- 
tial treatment in every area of life.” 

The Rights for Whites campaign was 
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launched in the wake of 
the stabbing of John 
Stoner, a white teenager, 
by a group of Asian 
youths in Bethnal Green. 
BNP members joined 
angry locals in a march 
against Asian violence. A 
couple of months later 
they were able to hold 
their own march through 
the area, even gaining the 
support of Stoner’s foster 
grandfather George 
Happe. Another member 
of the family, Conrad, 
was to become active 
with the BNP and C18. 

George Happe never 
joined the BNP but his 
presence at its activities 
gave the party the credi- 
bility to launch its racist 
offensive.  “Everyone’s 
trying to make out the little 
Bangladeshis are friendly, but 
they’re animals, they’re pigs.” 
Happe’s racist sentiments added 
weight to the BNP message. 

The BNP’s racist agenda was 
given legitimacy by the actions of 
local politicians and newspapers. 
The Liberals took control of Tower 
Hamlets in 1990 on the back of what 
many claimed was a racist campaign. 
They attempted to install a “sons and 
daughters” housing policy and derid- 
ed the Labour Party for funding 
immigrant groups. A Liberal Party 
internal inquiry later recommended 


Top: Supporters of Derek Beackon riot in east London 
after the polls close in the 1994 council elections. 
Above: Edmonds supervising Beackon during the 
campaign. Below: Intimidation at the polling station 











the resignation of three local officials. 

While the Liberals ruled the council, the 
devolved nature of the borough meant that 
Labour controlled the neighbourhood office 
on the Isle of Dogs. Here resentment at the 
Bengali community was at its peak, with even 
one Labour councillor supporting the “Isle of 
Dogs Action Group for Equality”, which 
campaigned for a “sons and daughters” hous- 
ing policy. In one statement the group said: 


“The Bengali families are getting every bene- 
fit around while local families are being treat- 
ed as second class citizens.” 

Many of these allegations made their way 
into the local press. In May 1993, only four 
months before Derek Beackon’s council elec- 
tion victory for the BNP, the local freesheet, 
The Islander, carried a front-page spread on 
the Action Group’s annual general meeting 








om 


under the headline: “Should all immigration 
be brought to an end?” 

The BNP worked the ground systematically 
for four years, aided by a number of by-elec- 
tions which enabled the party to keep its pro- 
file high. Slowly but surely the Rights for 
Whites campaign began to reap dividends. 
While the BNP achieved a derisory 4% in 
council elections in 1990, at the general elec- 
tion two years later it gained 1,310 votes in 
Bethnal Green and Stepney and 1,107 votes 
in Bow and Poplar. (In 1997 the BNP vote 
had grown to 3,350 in Bethnal Green and 
Bow and 2,849 in Poplar and Canning Town.) 

The BNP continually repeated the charge 
that only it could stand up for local white 
people. Even the local Liberals, who had used 
race as a political weapon against Labour, 
were targeted for abuse. Noting the number of 
black Liberal councillors, one BNP leaflet 
said: “While the Liberals grovel for the ethnic 
vote, do you think they will also look after 
white interests?” 

As the BNP campaigned, so racist attacks 
increased. In April 1990 six white youths 














Conrad Happe 
(front right) 
travels from the 
East End to join 
the next stage 
of the race war 
in south London 
at the Eltham 
riot in 1992 


their way towards 
the hospital. “The 
police had been 
following us all 
day,” one former 


BNP supporter 
later told 
Searchlight. “We 


moved from pub to pub but 
they always followed us.” 

At one stage the police 
even entered the pub and 
conducted a search, but made 
no attempt to move the racist 
thugs out of the area. Some 
time later the 40 appear to 
have slipped out of the back 
door unnoticed and began a 
charge up Brick Lane smash- 
ing windows and shop fronts 
with baseball bats and bricks. 

“About ten of us were 
almost immediately picked 





Above: Reverend Ken 
Leech, a leading 
chronicler of the people’s 
fight against racism and 
fascism in east London 
over the past 30 years. 
His strategy of cross 
community resistance 
was one of the key 
factors in the defeat of 
Derek Beackon in 1994. 
Left: Lecomber arrested 
at Brick Lane. Even his 
t-shirt advocates race 
war and violence 





attacked 21-year-old Viresh Patel, slashing 
his face with a Stanley knife. Five months 
later Mohammed Ahmed, 18, suffered severe 
facial injuries after being attacked near Island 
Gardens. In January 1991 three Bangladeshi 
youths were shot at by a group of white 
youths, two suffering leg wounds. 

Beackon’s election in September 1993 was 
the culmination of four years’ work and racist 
incidents grew dramatically in the days lead- 
ing up the election. On 8 September, a week 
before polling day, Quaddus Ali was stabbed 
in Commercial Road by a gang of white 
youths. Two days later the local police over- 
reacted to a demonstration outside the hospi- 
tal where Quaddus lay, by attempting to arrest 
young Asians who were throwing paper balls. 
The baton charges went on long into the 
night, only adding to the sense of frustration 
felt by many Asian youths. 

Worse was to come as the BNP bussed 
dozens of supporters from outside the area to 
help over the final weekend of campaigning. 
After a leafleting session around 40 BNP sup- 
porters, many linked to Combat 18, made 


"up by police, but they simply 
told us to get out of the area. Some of us were 
still carrying our weapons.” 

The BNP-inspired attack left the local 
Bengali community enraged. Within minutes 
people began gathering in their hundreds, 
some keen for a confrontation. The police 
were later forced to admit “things went wrong 
on the night”. 

While Beackon was to lose his seat within 
six months, his election left a depressing local 
statistic. Between his election in September 
1993 and his defeat in May 1994, racial 
violence in the area increased by 300%. 

Nine serious attacks took place in a two- 
week period at the beginning of 1994 alone. 
Muktar Ahmed, 19, suffered horrific injuries 
including skull fractures after he was attacked 


. by 20 white youths in Bethnal Green. Five 


hours before this attack, Chadik Miah, 14, 
was attacked by a gang of ten white youths. 
The following day another two local Asians 
were attacked and slashed by a white adult. 

If proof was needed that there is a connec- 
tion between fascist activity and racial vio- 
lence this was it. 

The continued presence of the BNP 
throughout the early 1990s encouraged 
racism in the area. Not only did this divert 
people’s attention from the real issues they 
were facing, but it led directly to an increase 
in racial violence. 

“Derek Beackon’s election gave his party a 
legitimacy which they had hitherto lacked,” 
says Sue Mayo. “This gave added weight to 
the pronouncements which they made. He 
and his party provided a language in which 
people could express their vague fears and 
prejudices, giving individuals with 
unashamedly racist views the courage to 
speak out. Many people reported an increase 
in verbal as well as physical abuse against 
black and Asian people during this time.” 
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Heartland of hatred 


The BNP’s murderous presence in southeast London 


Adams in Thamesmead in the 

spring of 1991 that persuaded the 
British National Party to begin target- 
ing southeast London in a systematic 
manner. Until then its Rights for 
Whites campaign had been largely 
confined to the east London borough 
of Tower Hamlets. Now in the wake of 
another racist murder, the BNP moved 
in to exploit the increasing racial ten- 
sions in the area. 

The BNP were entering an area with a vio- 
lent racist tradition going back to the late 
1950s. The original BNP, which later became 
the largest component of the National Front 
when it was formed in 1967, had fought a 
very violent election campaign in Deptford in 
this period. 

Ten years later the British Movement, the 
heirs of the National Socialist Movement and 
its paramilitary wing the National Socialist 
Group, was based in the area and engaging in 
open warfare against a series of perceived 
enemies, from blacks to Vietnamese refugees 
to white anti-fascists. Some of the worst nazi 
rioting took place in the heart of Greenwich, 
for which the courts handed down some long 
sentences. When the BM fragmented in the 
early 1980s, the local section kept up a con- 
tinual undercover campaign of socialising 
with and training local youth. 

In addition the unsolved mass killing of 
nearly 20 black teenagers in a fire bombing in 
Deptford in the 1970s had sent a shiver of 
fear through the black community. 

The BNP planned to reap the harvest of not 
just racism but outright nazi ideas that had 
permeated the area for so long. 

“The white community in Thamesmead is 
under attack,” declared a BNP leaflet, adver- 
tising the party’s decision to march through 
the 1960s concrete estate. “Do-gooders are 
coming in, blaming the white community for 
being racist. But what about our old folk who 
are scared to go out in case they get mugged? 
What about our children, what future have 
they got?” 

On 25 May 300 BNP supporters marched 
through Thamesmead, in what was universal- 
ly condemned as a provocative gesture. They 
had hoped to march from the spot where 
young Rolan Adams had died. The police 
moved them on, but only by a few hundred 
yards. 

Racial tensions had been rising in the area 
for some time before the murder. “It was a 
tragedy waiting to happen,” says GACARA, 
the local anti-racist monitoring group. The 
day before the murder Charlton mosque had 
been vandalised by racists and there had been 
considerable anti-Arab racism fuelled by the 
Gulf War in the preceding months. In 1987- 
88 the number of reported racial incidents in 
Greenwich stood at 120, within three years it 


[ was the racist murder of Rolan 
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Above: Some of the 
300 nazis, led by the 
BNP, Combat 18 and 
British Movement, 
who rioted against a 
memorial march for 
the murdered Asian 
youth Rohit Duggal 
in Eltham. The nazi 
mob included 
children as young as 
seven and eight. 
Right: Electioneering 
BNP-style 


had risen to 180, the overwhelming majority 
(119) being racial attacks. In the three months 
following Rolan’s murder, GACARA logged 
32 racist attacks in Thamesmead alone. 

There was also a strong gang culture preva- 
lent among local male youths, in which 
gangs, often armed with knives, would fight 
territorial battles with rivals from Woolwich. 
Rolan’s attackers were drawn from one infa- 
mous local gang, the Nutty Turn Outs, a 
group that was behind a number of racist 
attacks in the area. 

The BNP agenda was simply to inflame an 
already delicate situation. Using evocative 
language and conjuring up images of a white 
Britain under attack, it sought to split the 
white population away from their neighbours 
to increase racial tensions and so violence. In 
Thamesmead an undisciplined anti-racist and 
anti-fascist movement assisted their efforts. 
Without firm roots within the community, its 
activists appeared in the eyes of many local 
people to parachute into the area, concerned 
more with gaining recruits than improving the 
local situation. All too often they only added 
to the existing divisions. 

Three months after the Thamesmead 
march, the BNP had another opportunity to 
venture south of the river, in what was to 








become its most successful intervention in the 
region. Bermondsey was a predominantly 


white area, so when the National Black 
Caucus (NBC) announced its intention to 
march there in late August local people 
protested strongly. 

The BNP again sought to take advantage, 
delivering leaflets encouraging people to join 
their counter-demonstration. Even the BNP 
could not have foreseen what would happen, 
preoccupied as it was with a turf war with its 
rivals, the National Front. 

The NBC march was ill-conceived. Little 
or no work had been done in an area where 
black people made up less than 4% of the 
population. Added to that Millwall was play- 
ing Sunderland at home that day. 

About 40 BNP supporters were joined by 
12 NF activists, in what were supposed to be 
separate activities. Neither group had antici- 
pated the 600 to 1,000 local people who 
turned out to express their anger at the NBC. 
While the BNP leaders made their inflamma- 
tory and highly racist speeches, local people, 
especially a couple of hundred Millwall 
hooligans, ran amok. The police lost control 
as they attempted to tear into the marchers, 
who were mostly in comparative safety 
behind police lines. Frustrated, the mob 











Above: Tens of 
thousands prepare to 
march in protest 
against the BNP 
headquarters in 
autumn 1993. They 
were met by a level 
of police violence 
unseen in Britain for 
many years. Right: 
The BNP and NF stir 
up hundreds of racist 
white residents of 
Bermondsey to riot 
on the streets 


turned their attention to innocent bystanders. 
Black motorists were pulled out of their cars, 
an elderly black woman sitting in the park 
reading her paper was battered and Asian- 
owned shops were ransacked. 

The BNP was overjoyed. With very little 
effort it had been able to turn out the white 
community against multicultural Britain. 
Richard Edmonds, the BNP national organis- 
er, purred with delight. “This is the way for- 
ward,” he told one Searchlight informer. Two 
months later he told the same person: “we 
must repeat Bermondsey in east London”. 

Again the BNP glorified the violence in 
British Nationalist. “It had been a stunning 
victory for the British people and for the 
BNP, who had given the lead in organising 
Opposition to the marchers. 

“The BNP continues to advocate that law- 
ful political action is the correct method for 
opposing the evils of the multi-racial society 
that the rulers of Britain have created, but as 
long as those rulers do not respond to the peo- 
ple’s wishes by bringing their hideous experi- 
ment to an end the kind of street warfare we 

_ Saw in Bermondsey on this day is inevitable.” 

Of course the Bermondsey riot was not 
inevitable. Without the BNP’s intervention 
there might well have been considerable local 
unhappiness towards the march, but it was the 
BNP propaganda beforehand and its activity 
on the day that mobilised the community into 
this racially inspired lawlessness. 

In the wake of Bermondsey the BNP decid- 
ed to stand Steve Tyler as a candidate in the 
1992 general election. Weekly flyposting 
descended on the area and there were regular 
paper sales in the Blue Market on Saturdays, 
some attended by as many as seventy-five 
members. 

The BNP was also having to spend an 
increasing amount of time defending its head- 
quarters, which it mischievously called a 
bookshop. Racial incidents in nearby 
Greenwich rose from 120 a year in May 1988 








to 296 by June 1994, and it was hardly sur- 
prising that many people connected this with 
the presence of the BNP building. When local 
people organised a meeting to campaign 
against the BNP’s presence, they were con- 
fronted by a 40-strong fascist gang that left 
12 people needing hospital treatment. 
Greenwich soon earned itself the reputation 
of being “Britain’s racist capital”. 

Few of the racist attacks in southeast 
London were the work of neo-nazis, although 
some were. One Combat 18 supporter was 
responsible for at least four firebomb attacks 
in Gravesend. One was at the home of an 
anti-fascist, while the other two targeted 
Asian-owned shops. In every case, children 
were present. 

Roger Hewitt of the Institute of Education 
led a research team into Greenwich shortly 
after the murder of Stephen Lawrence. “We 
were surprised at the level and ubiquity of the 
racism we encountered in this study,” he 
noted in his report Routes of Racism. “In 
some neighbourhoods it seemed that open 
and unapologetic racism was wall to wall 
amongst adolescents, with almost no gaps. 
Indeed, it was apparent that what we were 
dealing with was a local culture of racism that 
was deeply entrenched.” 

While 12.8% of the population of 
Greenwich is from the ethnic minorities, 
Hewitt’s study found that the most racist 
areas tended to be in the south and west of the 
borough, where the proportion of ethnic 
minorities was as little as 2.5% to 5%. 

“We found that the parents of racist chil- 
dren were themselves often racist but not 
always so. It was among young people them- 
selves that the ‘culture of racism’ was estab- 
lished. The racism of adolescents was a world 
of its own, policed from within through criti- 
cism of anyone who flirted with interracial 
friendships, and of those ‘wiggers’ ‘white 
niggers’ who came near to embracing black 
culture.” 

















Delivering a message against nazi- 
inspired murder 


Hewitt’s team found that 14 to 18-year-olds 
held the most racist views. “Hanging about 
with friends is a major form of leisure activi- 
ty, but there seems to be a fairly low level of 
participation in formal activities such as 
sport. Boredom and waiting for something to 
happen were the norm.” 

With the BNP seeking confrontation with 
their political and racial opponents it is hardly 
surprising that many young white people, 
some already involved in a gang and knife 
culture, were attracted to its message. 
Although, according to Hewitt’s study, few 
actually became involved in BNP activities, 
the neo-nazi group became a group to associ- 
ate with. “While the material and direct polit- 
ical impact of such groups on the activities of 
young people was limited, young people 
sought a legitimation of their racism through 
reference to the BNP.” 

An enclave mentality, a deeply held view 
that white people were being unfairly treated, 
and their own violent culture made many 
young people throughout southeast London 
identify with the BNP. With its support con- 
céntrated among the young, it is perhaps 
unsurprising that the BNP fared badly in elec- 
tion contests. 

So convinced was the BNP that it could 
exploit the endemic racism within the 
Greenwich area, that when anti-racists 
announced a march in Eltham in November 
1992, the party was quick to organise. Hoping 
to repeat events in Bermondsey, it and 
Combat 18 turned out in large numbers in 
what was undoubtedly one of the most 
aggressive actions during this period. Despite 
attracting dozens of local youths to their 
cause, they were unable to replicate 
Bermondsey, only because of better policing 
and anti-fascist stewarding. 

Without being able to translate its street 
success to the ballot box, the BNP rapidly lost 
interest in southeast London, returning to its 
more traditional turf in east London. By 1996 
even its headquarters had been forced “offi- 
cially” to close and racism began to level out, 
if not drop, in some areas, testament once 
again to a clear correlation between fascist 
activity and racial violence. 
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eading many mainstream 

newspapers in the early 1990s 

one could easily be forgiven 
for believing that Britain was experi- 
encing an unprecedented “flood” of 
immigrants. However nothing could 
be further from the truth, as succes- 
sive immigration controls had virtual- 
ly halted legal black immigration into 
this country. 


Between 1981 and 1991 the population of 
Britain grew by an average of 130,000 a year, 
a rise of 0.2%. Of this increase, 21,000 were 
immigrants, both white and black, equating to 
0.04% of the British population.'! The majori- 
ty of these immigrants were from the “white 
commonwealth”, Europe and the USA.? 

Yet race continued to be a major issue in 
British politics. Newspapers and politicians 
fell over themselves to appear tough on 
immigrants, especially on the question of 
refugees. As the number of refugees applying 
to live in Britain rose after 1987, so did the 
right-wing backlash. 


Press examples 


Leading the media campaign against refugees 
were the Daily Mail and The Sun. In the 
autumn of 1991 The Mail launched a three- 
part series on “The Invasion in Europe”, say- 
ing that these immigrants were: “claiming 
utterly fraudulently that they are political 
refugees”. “Britain”, The Mail told its read- 
ers, “is besieged by bogus asylum seekers.” 
Within a couple of months The Mail returned 
to the issue, this time with an editorial calling 
for “No Surrender” in the fight against illegal 
immigrants. 

The Sun followed in similar vein, remind- 
ing its readers: “Figures obtained by The Sun 
show that two-thirds of our immigrants come 
from Africa or Asia.” The columnist Gary 
Bushell told readers: “A spectre is haunting 
Europe the spectre of mass immigration”. 
Even The Times got in on the act, reporting a 
speech by a Conservative councillor in 
Westminster in which “evidence that London 
will be swamped by refugees in five years” 
was presented. 

This was followed up in October 1991 by 
reaction to the growing neo-nazi violence in 
Germany. “These outbreaks of violence are 
seen as the first rumblings of an avalanche of 
resentment by Europeans who fear their con- 
tinent is being overrun by an unstoppable 
flood of immigrants,” one paper wrote. 

Speaking at the Refugee Council’s annual 
conference in 1991, the veteran anti-racist A. 
Sivanandan pointed out: “It is the sort of 
argument that gives respectability to racism, 
puts the burden of racism on the refugees and 
gives credibility to fascism.” 


Politicians 


It did not take long for politicians to take up 
the issue of immigration. While the 
Conservative Party was quick to dismiss 
Winston Churchill’s fears of a multicultural 
society, it was quite content to use the race 
card itself. In October 1991 the then Home 
Secretary, Kenneth Baker, addressed the 
Conservative Party conference, promising to 
speed up the removal of “bogus” immigrants. 
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Playing 
the race 


card 


Searchlight looks at the role of the British 
press in whipping up hatred of immigrants 
and refugees, by using racially emotive 
language and deliberate misreporting 


Soon after Baker’s speech the Home Office 
minister Peter Lloyd told the BBC’s World 
Tonight programme: “We can’t have all of 
Africa and Asia coming to London”. 

These events laid the ground for the 
Asylum Act, which further eroded the right of 
refugees to a fair hearing. The Labour Party, 
not wanting to appear soft on immigrants, 
hardly fought the bill. Unsurprisingly judges 
have recently roundly condemned this Act. 


Changing the agenda 


The consequences of the media and political 
onslaught against refugees have been great. It 
has been through the media that the images of 
“bogus refugees” and “economic migrants” 
have been created. This has led to increased 
hostility towards anyone claiming asylum, 
and so eventually to anyone in Britain who is 
not white. 

“In distinguishing between economic 
migrants and political refugees”, says A. 
Sivanandan, “you have missed out a whole 
series of steps in the process of how 
economic refugees become political refugees 
and you have missed out the basic truth: that 
your economics is our politics. Hence, the 
intake of refugees must be based on need, not 
on numbers or how desperate their need for 
refuge is, not on how many should be allowed 
to be desperate.” 

By the early 1990s the image of the scour- 
ing and illegal refugee had been firmly 
implanted in the minds of a significant 
proportion of the British people. 

It was against this hysterical background 
that the BNP campaigned in London. With 


many people softened up by this racist 
onslaught and inaccurate reporting, it is not 
surprising that so many were keen to listen to 
the BNP message. Likewise, the talk of 
“bogus refugees” and “economic migrants” 
could only have given encouragement to the 
young gangs who perpetrate most of the 
violent racist attacks. 

The issues of deliberate misreporting and 
racially emotive language have not gone 
away. Commenting on the news that the 
Immigration Service had “intercepted” 1,484 
“{llegal” immigrants in the first three months 
of this year, up from 317 on the same period 
last year, The Sun last month ran with the 
headline: “Migrants pouring in’, while an 
editorial in the Evening Standard spoke of the 
threat to the “long-term social stability” of 
our country. The Star added its own verdict 
on the issue: “Britain is being taken for a ride 
and the problem is getting worse. We can’t 
afford to subsidise the thousands of illegal 
immigrants who keep flooding into this 
country.” 

What the Immigration Service actually said 
was: “We don’t know if we are being more 
successful or if more people are coming in.” 

For too long newspapers and politicians 
have been allowed to use racism as a political 
football in complete disregard for the 
consequences. While they are all too keen to 
condemn groups such as the BNP, they must 
be held accountable for the fact that their 
statements contribute to racist attacks and 
fascist success. 


1. Socialist Worker Review Nov 1993 
2. CSO, 1992 page 34 
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Growing up in London’s Deep South 


How an ordinary young man turned to fascism ... and back. 


Matthews Collins became involved with the the poison of racism 
and fascism while still in his early teens, growing up in what is 
rapidly becoming known as London’s “Deep South”. Though 
bright, he had a self destructive streak in those formative years; 
this made fascism attractive to him and many of his peer group. 

He made his way from the National Front, where he had been a full-time 
office manager, into the British National Party and finally into Combat 18, 
when it was first formed. The C18 connection brought him to the politics of 
the gun and sectarian loyalist paramilitaries. 

Yet he contained within himself a spark of decency, and as he left his teens 
for adulthood this flared into a blazing sense of wrongness and disgust at his 
earlier activities and ideas. His participation in an organised very violent nazi 
attack on a peaceful meeting held at Welling Library, which had been called 
to protest against the opening of the BNP headquarters in Welling, was the 
final straw. 

Shortly afterwards he approached Searchlight. His first contacts were 
anonymous, telephoning us with up-to-date early warnings of planned nazi 
actions. Then came face-to-face meetings and from them developed a com- 
radeship and friendship that we hope will sustain him for the rest of his life. 
His motivation was never money, but a desire to do the right thing. 

When he heard about the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry he offered to return to 
Britain from abroad to give evidence on oath about some of the violence he 
had seen, taken part in and become disgusted with during his active days with 
the far right. It is an experience that cannot be divorced from the murders of 
Rolan Adams, Rohit Duggal and Stephen Lawrence, victims of youngsters 


inspired and motivated by groups such as the BNP and NF. 
Matthew is writing his story as a book, from which the following extracts 


are taken. 


hen I was in my teens, the black 
American rap group Public Enemy 
released an album titled Fear of a 


Black Planet. That summed it up for me, fear 
of a black Britain. There I was, sitting snidely 
in the back of the classroom, underachieving 
and making racist comments. 

Out of favour at home and at school, by the 
time I was 16 I was underachieving on street 
comers with the newspapers of hate under my 
arm, a mouth full of obscenity and a pocket 
full of lint. How I wished my mother would 
not iron my jeans with a crease down the 
middle, my father was not Irish, that the 
world was still flat. The pace of modern life 
was too fast and I couldn’t keep up. How I 
yearned for the times I never had. The times I 
never knew and the life I never had; a life no 
one ever had. “Empty vessels make the most 








Top: Collins in the NF drum corps on a march 
through Harlow, Essex. Left of him are Terry 
Blackham and the loyalist fixer Eddy Whicker. 
The march is headed by Steven Brady, who 
also has Ulster loyalist terrorist connections 


noise,” my old schoolteacher used to 
say. Someone filled mine up like a 
balloon and pricked it. 

Greenwich council provided me 
with the standard comprehensive 
education, though my school prided itself on 
being an achiever with its limited resources. 
Perhaps it was The Milkman of Human 
Kindness kind of schooling, but I wasted any 
talent I may have had on the football field for 
a life on the terraces, ejected from my first 
football match at 15. Society and me had 
become bosom companions in making me a 
very suitable recruit for Britain’s far right 

It was always going to be a race war, the 
race war that the National Front or the British 
National Party would start that would save 
Britain. One more racial murder would tip the 
scales; one murder would break the camel’s 


back. One more death would divide a com- 
munity and split a nation, be the victim black 
or white. Those who murdered Stephen 
Lawrence may not have been paid-up mem- 
bers, but south London was where the jack- 
boot tramped. We tramped from Welling, 
marching into Eltham, up and down the very 
streets of southeast London where I lived for 
21 years. Onto the estates, into the pubs, and 
schools, we marched and graffitied and stick- 
ered for three solid years after the BNP 
opened their office in Welling, next door but 
for a strip of road, to Greenwich. 

I joined the NF instead of the BNP but had 
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Wagnerian afternoons in the BNP headquar- 
ters in Upper Wickham Lane, Welling, with 
my hero, Richard Edmonds. Edmonds 
promised me that the spirit of Adolf Hitler, 
once reborn, would clothe and feed me. The 
BNP headquarters served as his office and 
home. His kitchen-cum-bathroom, was filled 
with the filth the NF could not afford to stock 
or give away. The BNP gave me a flea in the 
ear every time I said I would not join until my 
NE membership ran out, and then Id rejoin 
the NF again. Those days seem heady now, 
when I sat so full of expectation about the 
coming white revolution, just waiting, wait- 
ing for it all to happen. 

We believed that when Parliament 
inevitably failed we would be there with the 
solution, with Her Majesty on the line. It’s 
always around the corner and always has 
been, could we not try a little harder? “Arbeit 
Macht Frei”, the BNP always used to say to 
themselves, it was “Work Makes you Free”. It 
was only a year ago I realised that was what 
they put above the Nazi 
death camps during the war. 

My introduction to Nazi 
violence came not long after 
my introduction to the move- 
ment. With great foresight, 
Greenwich Action 
Committee Against Racist 
Attacks predicted that the 
presence of the BNP office in 
Welling would lead to an 
increase of violent and racist 
attacks in the area. Both the 
BNP and NF had stood in 
Greenwich during the 1987 
general election using high 
profile candidates and hold- 
ing volatile and violent elec- 
tion meetings. Two years 
later, the BNP used the pres- 
ence of what must be consid- 
ered an incompetent council 
in Bexley to break planning by-laws and open 
a headquarters there within a stone’s throw 
from Eltham, and begin its assault on the 
local communities there. 

We let the opposition know what to expect 
when a group of 40 BNP and NF members 
attacked a public meeting in Welling library. 
Some attackers protected their faces with 
motorcycle helmets, while they waded into a 
frail audience with hammers and pieces of 
wood. One of the most violent attackers was 
Derek Beackon, who then went on to be the 
BNP’s national hero after winning the 
Millwall seat during the Isle of Dogs council 
election three years later. The ferocity of the 
attack on the library drew widespread con- 
demnation from all community groups, but to 
the BNP it.became a focus for celebration and 
elevation. The BNP were able to attack a 
meeting in broad daylight, inflict injuries on 
its occupants to the point where one person 
dived through a window, leave the library and 
head to a local pub to celebrate its result. 

The feeling was that their presence in 
Welling was allowing the BNP to make cross 
border raids into the places it really wanted to 
go, Eltham, Thamesmead and Woolwich. 
These places comprised large working class 
communities housed in council estates and an 
already violent youth culture. The Battle of 
Welling Library became BNP folklore and 
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We were amongst 
friends, and the 
armbands were 
back on as Tyndall's 
voice rose then 
crashed down like a 
wave on the throng 
still chanting and 
stomping. Nobody 
remembered what 
Tyndall had said, 
or cared 


the press cuttings reporting the carnage, 12 
innocent people taken to hospital, took pride 
of place on the wall of the BNP headquarters 
next to those pictures of Le Pen, Hitler and 
our own publications’ reports of “Nationalists 
Thrashing Labourites”. How we would 
chuckle about our violent intrusion into the 
meeting being held in “our” Welling, while 
Tony Lecomber bragged about stamping on 
the face of the Greenwich Labour councillor 
Geoff Dixon, who threw his body in our path 
to protect the occupants of the hall, mainly 
women and the elderly. 

South London was almost a distraction for 
the BNP throughout the late eighties and the 
start of the nineties. It was the dessert, while 
the East End of London was its main course. 
In March 1990 a white teenager called John 
Stoner was stabbed by an Asian fellow pupil 
in the melting pot of Bethnal Green, where 
the BNP and NF held ritual paper sales every 
Sunday. The local press made great play of 
the problems in the area, and the BNP 
launched a near national cam- 
paign, continually swamping 
the place at weekends for 
huge and violent drinking 
binges from Friday through 
to Sunday. 

After Stoner was stabbed, 
the BNP’s national organiser 
slammed the local paper from 
the East End down on his 
desk and swore revenge 
against those “Pakis” that 
lived in fear in the area. The 
BNP started up a “Rights for 
Whites” campaign. This 
meant flooding the area seven 
days a week with its mem- 
bers and literature in groups 
up to 20 strong trawling the 
tower blocks and estates with 
leaflets and stickers, mostly 
crude and _ handwritten, 
attempting to make Stoner a martyr. There 
were stories that after the BNP had gone 
home, gangs of white youths fuelled by alco- 
hol and cheap literature roamed the area 
attacking Asians. 

Every time I would sit down with Edmonds 
for tea with powdered milk, the cuttings were 
thrust before me for my approval. On a 
Rights for Whites march on the Stoner issue 
(which Stoner himself refused to attend, 
although his foster grandfather and a family 
member, Conrad Happe, did and Happe went 
on to become active with both the BNP and 
Combat 18) Edmonds turned to a small crowd 
of people and excitedly yelled, “The East End 
is turning Nazi”. Later in a pub just off 
Bethnal Green, whose staff had attended the 
march, a black man walked in and asked for 
directions to Whitechapel. He was grabbed 
and thrown against a fruit machine by Bob 
Jarvis and kicked repeatedly until he left the 
pub. The crowd of drinkers gave rapturous 
applause for his actions. Jarvis was typical of 
the law-abiding BNP members; he normally 
preferred to kick policemen when they were 
down and injured. 

Rights for Whites had a strong East End 
focus, but in Welling and south London the 
BNP could not fail to make headlines by its 
mere existence. Not a day went past without 
some publicity somewhere, about the BNP 
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The 1977 Lewisham riots, Collins's first images of fascism and violence, when he was just five years old. 
Left: Collins marches with the National Front officer contingent at the NF’s Remembrance Sunday parade in 


1989. Behind him is Terry Blackham, the violent thug and loyalist gunrunner 


office-cum-bunker. It was 
almost as if 154 Upper Wick- 
ham Lane was a local institu- 
tion, like a sordid old brothel 
people would rather not talk 
about. 

When Rolan Adams _ was 
murdered in Thamesmead in 
1991 just up the road from the 
BNP HQ, the BNP marched in 
the area in the face of stiff 
local opposition, bringing with 
them large numbers from the 
East End, shipped in to cleanse 
the surrounding area of opposi- 
tion. In the run-up to the march 
Edmonds showered in_ his 
kitchen then showed me the 
local press. ““We’re not causing 
a race war here. It was already 
here, we’re just defending the 
local whites, he [Adams] was 
just another nigger with a pen 
knife.” No laughs, no smiles. 
To the BNP it was a fact. The 
Thamesmead march was more 
aggressive and better attended 
than the BNP had hoped it 
would be. 

In 1991 I gave an interview 
at the Blue Market in 
Bermondsey to a Canadian TV 
crew. Edmonds went first, for 
the BNP, and I went second for 
the NF. I told the camera: “This 
is all I will ever have,” the 
director shouted “cut” and I 
consigned my life to the dust- 
bin of history. The National 
Black Caucus marched that 
afternoon between lines of 
flats, protesting about racism in 


the borough. (There had been an increase in 
racist attacks since the BNP and NF had start- 
ed to campaign in the area in anticipation of a 
general election.) The BNP had 40 people to 
counter-demonstrate and the NF a dozen. 

The week before the BNP had taken 20 
people onto the estates near where the march 
was to pass, and distributed leaflets calling on 
white people to defend their community. This 
near all-white neighbourhood, so white, that 
the head of C18 chose to live there, was ripe 
for racist propaganda. I don’t remember how 
many people were at the counter demonstra- 
tion, but it was not 52; it was several hundred 
angry white faces. This was the first time I 
had ever seen white people angry about 
something, so angry they missed Millwall 
playing Sunderland that day to tell the 
National Black Caucus to go home. It was 
almost as if the locals did not like the BNP 
telling them blacks were calling them racists, 
so they joined the BNP-led protest. 

The angry mob broke through police lines 
and chased the marchers into a park where 
they considerably outnumbered them. The 
huge army attacked people in the park, black 
and white, and threw bananas at the marchers. 
As we swelled against police lines, the police 
looked us in the eye and begged us not to 
attack. “Please stand back, come on fellas 
give us room,” they pleaded, but it was use- 
less. There was a Mexican stand-off for a 
while before the marchers were shepherded 
out of the area and the racists began to pelt 
them and the police with pieces of wood and 
stones. When the press came to photograph 
the crowd, it was the 52 fascists that stood in 
front of the cameras, almost as if to protect 
the racists behind them and definitely to 
claim responsibility. 

Marchers burnt the union flag that day in a 
act of incredible stupidity while the racists 


howled and chased the march and fought with 
the police. For over two hours after the 
march, hundreds of young men, some in their 
thirties, fought running battles with the 
police, overturning cars and smashing win- 
dows. For an hour, the police and the 
protesters were almost face to face, with the 
BNP leaders standing at the front screaming 
“Hang Winston Silcott”. When the rocks flew 
over their heads and into the police ranks the 
BNP decamped, having created lawlessness 
for an afternoon, the ramifications of which 
would be felt for months to come. The main 
victims of the BNP-NF-led mob had been 
local black people taking the air in the park or 
trying to drive through the battlefield their 
streets had become. Asian shopkeepers found 
their properties looted and smashed. 

The BNP rubbed their hands and chuckled, 
waiting for the news to make them more infa- 
mous. It never came, only in the Independent 
on Sunday, which showed a large photograph 
with a small story about local people attack- 
ing a black motorist who was helpless to 
defend himself. The BNP cut it out and past- 
ed it to their office wall proclaiming “We 
need more of that let’s get these people really 
pissed off’ and headed all over south London, 
in the knowledge that their work was already 
done in the East End, where their popularity 
was high and they were polling around the 
5% mark in parliamentary elections, and up 
to nearly 30% in council elections. The same 
photograph, taken in Germany perhaps, 
would have been front-page news on any 
other day. The police refused to accept the 
area had a problem 

In 1992 the BNP staged what they thought 
was their biggest coup yet. They held their 
annual rally on council property in Bethnal 
Green, bringing hundreds of race haters into 
one of London’s most multicultural areas on a 
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Saturday afternoon. “Welcome to the 
Nuremberg Rally Bethnal Green style”, 
Edmonds exclaimed to me on entering York 
Hall. The BNP had sealed off one of the exits 
from Bethnal Green tube station that led to 
the building and were only allowing known 
fascists to pass through their security team, 
resplendent in BNP armbands, similar to 
those of the German SA. It was no coinci- 
dence and was mildly amusing. One very 
young devout Catholic and antisemite had the 
real McCoy, removing it under protest with 
the promise he could wear it again once 
inside the hall. 

The size of membership of the BNP should 
never be overestimated; it was only around 
1,000 paid-up members, even back then in its 
pre-C18 prime. It was strange then that the 
leader of the BNP, John Tyndall, should act 
so detached from the membership as if he 
was the head of a mass movement. In fact, he 
gave the same air of detachment as his men- 
tor Hitler had in his prime. Tyndall sat alone 
and silent in his thoughts, not entering into 
conversations or small talk throughout the 
lazy proceedings. The bar was full of rowdy 
drinkers all afternoon, while in the hall a few 
faithful listened to those who struggled 
through their regional reports to howls of 
derision from those in the bar, whose talent 
was for violence not debate. 

The whole annual rally idea was just play- 
ing politics, without the voting or dissent seen 
at conferences of the major political parties. 
Skinheads sold t-shirts emblazoned with 
swastikas and the names of nazi rock bands, 
and gave away illegal stickers from the US 
that broke every race relations law in the UK. 
When Tyndall rose to speak at the end of the 
proceedings, the bar emptied out onto the 
floor, and the audience was whipped into a 
frenzy by chants of “Leader, Leader! 
Leader!” which turned into foot-stomping in 
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Collins during an NF anti-IRA demonstration with Birmingham branch activists 





time to “Fiihrer, Fiihrer, Fiihrer’. Not once 
did Tyndall, or anyone, wince with embar- 
rassment. We were amongst friends, and the 
armbands were back on as Tyndall’s voice 
rose then crashed down like a wave on the 
throng still chanting and stomping. Nobody 
remembered what Tyndall had said or cared. 
No one told anyone leaving the hall to 
behave, or stay out of trouble. The batteries 
were charged, plans redrawn. We were mov- 
ing south. After we left the meeting and the 
cold air hit my face, the steward at the tube 
station told me “The East End is turning 
nazi”. 

For these three and a half crucial years 
between 1989 and 1993 I had been working 
under cover for Searchlight. At first I was an 
anonymous caller giving times and places of 
forthcoming nazi events or naming the really 
violent hard men in the fascist camp. 

Soon I was meeting members of the 
Searchlight team on a regular basis for 
debriefings and briefings. They appeared 
impressed by the fact that like other young- 
sters who had cut their political teeth on the 
far right, I had become sickened by the hate, 
violence and the bunch of losers I was mixing 
with. I was not coming back into the real 
world for money or through any major politi- 
cal change but probably I had just grown up. 

These years were good, with many coups 
scored against the nazis and their friends, 
including a leading Fleet Street journalist. 
More important than anything else was my 
presence when Combat 18 was in its embry- 
onic state and my shift into the very danger- 
ous waters of loyalist paramilitary politics on 
the mainland. 

From late 1989 to 1993 I was able to pass 
on information on the core hard men and was 
responsible for the first World in Action pro- 
gramme exposing C18. I was an eyewitness 
to one of C18’s most vicious early attacks in 





Tower Hamlets, in which they were ably 
assisted by leading BNP officers such as 
Richard Edmonds and many of the party’s 
key activists. 

In April 1993 three men from Special 
Branch turned up at my place of work. As a 
result of pressure from them and the growing 
chance that the UDA might soon have a 
bullet with my name on it, I decided, in 
conjunction with Searchlight, to move on 
and set up abroad. Time, of course, has 
revealed that C18 was in fact a honey trap 
creation of the Secret Services and it is clear 
in retrospect that my work with Searchlight 
was getting in their way, so I had to go one 
way or another. 

Shortly before this, some BNP/C18 mem- 
bers had gone to Catford to attack a pub full 
of people who had witnessed one of their own 
members stabbing another near to death in 
order to scare them off from testifying. I did 
not hide because I could not, everybody knew 
me, and I knew them. It all seemed pointless. 
Had they driven past Stephen Lawrence they 
might have wound down their windows and 
shouted an obscenity. They would never have 
stopped to get out of the car and physically 
harm him, when all the leaflets and stickers 
they had put up could have given an impetus 
to somebody else to do it for them. 

From the actions I had witnessed, carried 
out by the organised racists in the BNP and 
NF along with their racist youthful supporters 
in southeast London, I knew that youngsters 
like Rolan Adams, Rohit Duggal and Stephen 
Lawrence would be the victims of organised 
yet mindless violence in London’s Deep 
South. 


Matthew Collins's full statement on the events 
at Welling Library will be part of Searchlight 
Information Services’ submission to the 
Stephen Lawrence Inquiry later this month. 


Roll out | 
the barrel 


Roll out the barrel, roll out the barrel we’ll have a barrel of 
fun, the famous wartime song goes. The barrel, in which 
there are a few rotten apples, as the Metropolitan Police 
Service points out every time another bent, violent or racist 
officer is uncovered, is certainly no barrel of fun for 


Londoners, black and white alike. 


As the Lawrence Inquiry enters its second 
phase a swath of contributions from dozens of 
police, criminal justice and community bod- 
ies and concerned individuals has arrived on 
the desks of the Inquiry chairman and his 
panel. Many have come from the police 
themselves or people who train or advise the 
police in several parts of the country. Nearly 
all have been marked by hard attacks on the 
status quo. 

Many officers have simply jumped on a 
politically correct bandwagon. Some should 
be looking closer to home as well as at the 
disaster that has befallen policing in London. 

The Government itself has, to put it crude- 
ly, got its head up its backside over Britain’s 
law enforcement and criminal justice system, 
when, for example, it allows MIS to publish a 
document, in print and on the internet, which 
claims that it has never spied on trade union- 
ists, a lie so transparent it fools nobody. 

While many of the claims made by David 
Shayler, the former MI6 agent and self- 
appointed whistleblower on the security ser- 
vices, are baseless and motivated by self- 
interest, he did put his finger on one problem, 
namely that officers in MIS and MI6 have 
nowhere to turn if they believe something is 
wrong, or wish to see improvements in those 
services. The Parliamentary Watchdog com- 
mittee on the security services, chaired by the 
Conservative MP Tom King, is an utter waste 
of time and public money. 


Searchlight does not 
agree with those who would 
close down MIS and MI6 
altogether. Britain, like the 
rest of the world, faces a 
genuine danger from terror- 
ism. Terror attacks such as 
those in Oklahoma City, 
Nairobi, Manchester, Canary 
Wharf and most recently 
Omagh show that we need 
strong and effective security services. 

It is time for a real change at all levels of 
policing as well as in our security services. 
The Lawrence Inquiry has focussed on the 
point at which ordinary people meet the 
police services on a day to day basis, and on 
Britain’s capital city, where the most blatant 
examples of racism, corruption and ineptitude 
have emerged. 

Searchlight’s editor, who has spent more 
than 35 years not only opposing racism and 
fascism but also making television pro- 
grammes on crime, the illicit games our secu- 
rity services play and corruption, makes these 
observations of the current state of play and 
suggests some improvements. 


cinema crime classic, Chinatown. The 
film is set in late 1930s Los Angeles, a 
city notorious for corruption among its police 
force and municipal administrators, who were 
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in the pockets of both organised crime and the 
city’s financial and political elite. Everything 
could be bought, from turning a blind eye to 
white collar crimes, to tightly shut eyes to 
murder. Endemic in this morass of corruption 
and criminality was racism against the 
Chinese, Japanese, Hispanic and black 
communities who lived there. 

Most of the police officers were dumb and 
the more intelligent senior officers just cost 
more to buy; nearly all were racist in one 
form or another. 

Transfer that situation to Britain’s capital 
since the war and essentially the situation is 
the same. At the close of the first part of the 
Inquiry into Stephen Lawrence’s murder 
people in London, many of whom may have 
had some feelings of disquiet towards the 
way the Metropolitan Police Service is run 
and operates, were suddenly faced with hard 
evidence of a police force, from elite murder 
squads down to local beat constables, riddled 
with racist attitudes, sheer incompetence and 
allegedly some level of corruption. The exact 
level of that corruption and how high it went 
is still to be revealed. Now the public, both 
black and white, are starting to demand to be 
told what the real situation is and sooner 
rather than later. 

Added to this scandal are other recent 
disclosures accusing officers of taking bribes 
and of active involvement in fixing murders 
and frame-ups and discrediting decent and 
honest officers. 

These are not a few rotten apples spoiling a 
barrel of good and true officers but an estab- 
lished police service, run by the Home 
Secretary and Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner without any real public input, 
apparently rotten to the core, with a few good 
apples in the shape of those officers who have 
tried very hard to fight an uphill battle to do 
their job properly and distance themselves 
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from the majority whose behaviour 
reeks to high heaven. 

Although the new government of 
London, when it comes into being, will 
have a Police Committee with responsi- 
bility for the Méetropolitan Police 
Service, its members will not be directly 
elected. 

Twenty-five years ago I had the good 
fortune to join a team of journalists, 
when London Weekend Television’s 
The London Programme was estab- 
lished, who were dedicated to ridding 
London of corruption in local govern- 
ment, the law and the police service. It 
was at a time when the former 
Commissioner, Sir Robert Mark, was 
doing his damnedest to clean up 
Scotland Yard. My fellow journalists 
included the authors of the still standard 
work on police corruption, The Fall of 
Scotland Yard, and one man who has 
gone on to expose the role of the 
Freemasons in undermining British 
democracy. Together we discovered, 
while researching a story about a £40,000 
contract killing, that officers of the ranks of 
chief superintendent and chief inspector had 
played an active role in protecting the guilty, 
who had links to the Mafia in the USA. 

My attitude towards corruption stems in 
part from my anti-fascism. States riddled with 
serious corruption lay themselves and their 
citizens open to political extremism when the 
public loses confidence in the political 
democratic status quo. 

Despite anti-corruption drives by succes- 
sive senior officers and commanders of the 
Met and some lengthy prison sentences 
dished out to a handful of guilty officers, 
overall little has changed. It recently emerged 
that one of the most comprehensive under- 
cover operations against Metropolitan police 
officers suspected of involvement in very 
serious corruption has been going on for 
more than two years. 

In the late 1970s Operation Countryman 
spent a huge amount of time and money 
investigating very serious corruption but, 
despite the hard work of a team of good 
officers, failed to root out the problem. 

A senior Scotland Yard officer asked me in 
1981 if I thought that the new elite squads, 
run by better educated officers, appeared less 
corrupt than the old. I replied that if these 
officers went bent, it was unlikely to be for 
the proverbial bottle of Scotch at Christmas, 
but would be for hundreds of thousands of 
pounds — the sort of money generated by 
drugs and other areas of organised crime. 

So serious is the current problem that only 
a handful of serving officers have been 
involved in the new anti-corruption investiga- 
tions. Most of the key personnel on the inves- 
tigating team have come from Military 
Intelligence and Customs & Excise. 

An expert in the field of police corruption 
told Searchlight that the Yard’s much-hyped 
intention of bringing the alleged 250 corrupt 
officers to book is unlikely to succeed, 
judging by the past performances of 
Commissioners and Home Secretaries. He 
predicts that at the end of the day there are 
unlikely to be more than 25 prosecutions and 
10 convictions. Some of these criminal 
elements in the police will not only keep 
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millions of pounds and 
their huge police pen- 
sions, but in the worst 
scenarios they will get 
away with murder. 

I recall talking to a 
black armed robber at the 
end of the 1970s, who 
had a number of com- 
plaints about Met CID 
officers and some ambi- 
tions. His complaints 
included the fact that 
every time he paid off a 
white officer to keep him 
safe after a robbery, the 
officer wanted some 
“black pussy” too. The 
robber said it was clear 
that the officer wanted 
almost a slave owner 
relationship, instead of 
just taking the money and 
leaving it at that. 

His hope was that one 
day, when Britain was properly integrated, 
black professional villains, like their white 
counterparts, would not only be able to do 
business with bent police officers, but would 
also have a few senior lawyers, magistrates 
and even the odd judge on the payroll. 
Certainly Sir Robert Mark had made himself 
a lot of enemies by speaking out against bent 
lawyers and others in the professions, as well 
as corrupt police officers. 

Sir David McNee, in his time at the Yard, 
did show some indication of wanting to clear 
out the hardline racists in the job and as a 
result a few really nasty pieces of work were 
shown the door. 

On the eve of the arrival of the next 
Commissioner, Sir Kenneth Newman, 
Cranfield College was asked to undertake a 
study of the personality make-up of all offi- 
cers at Scotland. Yard from the rank of 
sergeant upwards. The profile revealed that 
most officers who took the very extensive 
tests had an authoritarian nature, many were 
on a scale described to me by one of the cre- 
ators of the tests as Hitlerian. 

The new Commissioner came from an 
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interesting background. He had served in the 
notorious colonial force, the Palestine Police, 
and later in the Royal Ulster Constabulary, 
where he had been at the centre of a number 
of rows over the mistreatment of prisoners. 
Nevertheless the Home Office had seen fit to 
place him in charge of the police service’s 
leading training college, Bramshill, before he 
moved to the Met. One must wonder what 
ethos was instilled among aspiring officers 
and high flyers during their sometimes long 
courses there. 

The appointment of the present 
Commissioner, Paul Condon, certainly raised 
a few eyebrows among London’s black com- 
munity. He had a certain reputation from his 
days in the Notting Hill and Ladbroke Grove 
areas of west London before his transfer to 
Kent. In Kent he loomed large in a row over 
the authenticity of his force’s crime clear-up 
figures, but this did not stop him getting the 
top job at the Met. 

While some view the failure of the police 
to apprehend the killers of Stephen Lawrence 
as purely the result of racism in the Met, 
I believe that the problem goes far, far 














Above left and left: 
Demands for 
justice from the 
families of Brian 
Douglas and Joy 
Gardner, victims of 
alleged police 
brutality. Right: 
like Stephen 
Lawrence, Rohit 
Duggal was a 
victim of racist 
violence in a part 
of London where 
the BNP is active 
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beyond that, ~—-with 
senior officers being 
accused of making the 
streets safe for 
professional _ villains 
and unsafe for decent 
lads such as Stephen. 
The levels of sexism 
in the police alone 
should indicate to the 
public that black peo- 
ple are not being sin- 
“gled out but are just 
one of the victim 
groups of an overall 
behavioural malaise 
among police officers. 
Earlier this year I 
was invited to address 
the magistrates panel in Barnet, north 
London. At the end of my talk members of 
the audience told me that while they, like 
judges and police officers, were receiving 
racial awareness training, none of them had 
any training on how organised racism exists 
and operates in Britain. In most cases they 
had never seen the type of fascist hate materi- 
al that incites mainly youngsters to acts of 
racial violence and in extreme cases murder. 
In even fewer cases had they any idea of the 
structure, leadership and operation of hate 
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groups. Police arresting officers giving evi- 
dence in court, especially young ones, 
appeared to have no idea about the real moti- 
vation for racial assaults. 

With a new government in place, 
Searchlight put forward the view, in writing 
and in a face to face meeting with Mike 
O’Brien, the Under Secretary of State at the 
Home Office, that good hands-on training 
was desperately needed in the police service, 
and that we had spoken to many officers of 
all ranks, as well as lawyers and magistrates, 








Riot squad officers 
protect the BNP 
bunker in Welling 


who felt the same. So far 
the Home Office has shown 
no interest in our proposals. 

Racism cannot be tackled 
in isolation in any police 
service, it has to be fought 
as part of a comprehensive 
plan encompassing recruit- 
ment, training and general 
honesty. While the recruit- 
ment of more black police 
officers might in the long 
term help create better 
understanding between 
white officers and those 
drawn from from black and 
Asian communities, there is 
no guarantee that with the 
current level of corruption 
in the job many of the 
new black officers will not 
also fall into bad practices. 

What is needed is a Home Secretary who is 
more interested in substance than photo 
opportunities and sound bites and has the will 
to arrest, sooner rather than later, the cleverer 
and more active corrupt senior officers. There 
must be an end to the practice of allowing 
officers under enquiry to retire early or take 
sick leave at huge cost to the public purse. 

Police recruiters have what may prove to be 
a misguided idea that by taking on university 
high flyers, promising them fast-track promo- 
tion, they will recruit the best in society. 
There is no guarantee whatsoever that these 
new officers, once in the job, will not develop 
the same authoritarian outlook as earlier 
recruits or be any less racist. 

The age-old argument of senior police 
officers is that the police service only reflects 
society at large, so if 20% of the population is 
racist, 20% of police officers will be likewise. 
This is nonsense. Police recruitment selects 
for a range of attributes desirable in police 
officers, the police do not merely recruit aver- 
age members of the community. Somewhere 
along the line in the recruitment process the 
wrong questions are being asked, or perhaps 
the right questions are being asked but by the 
wrong officers. 

Even the most liberal elements working for 
better race relations in Britain are now reveal- 
ing, in their evidence to the Lawrence 
Inquiry, their frustration and loss of patience 
with a system that promises and promises, yet 
never delivers. Sir Herman Ouseley, Chair of 
the Commission for Racial Equality, ends his 
letter presenting the CRE’s evidence to the 
Inquiry by quoting Frank Williamson, who 
was called in to sort out the corruption at 
Scotland Yard at the end of the 1960s and 
retired after three years of obstruction by the 
police and lack of support from the Home 
Office: “To tackle an illness, one must first 
accept one is ill. If one keeps on saying there 
are only a few rotten apples and everything 
else is fine one is missing the point. I hope 
the problem will be tackled but I am not 
optimistic.” 

Dr Robin Oakley, an academic who has for 
many years been involved in training police 
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officers and people working for the Home 
Office, has publicly condemned what he sees 
as a “racist culture” in the police. Like 
Searchlight he is calling for a strategic 
approach to tackle the problem rather than the 
hit and miss programmes run in isolation that 
operate at present. 

Recent Home Office research on deaths in 
custody nationally reveals a disproportionate 
number of black deaths where a police officer 
was present. The figures show that 47% (nine 
out of 19 cases) of black deaths in custody 
occurred when a police officer was present, 
compared to 7% of white deaths. Over the 
past six years an average of one person a 
week has died in custody. 

A survey has shown that a high level of 
inequality exists in attitude and staffing 
within the Home Office itself. While the 
study, set up by Home Secretary Jack Straw, 
shows that the percentage of black and Asian 
staff in the Home Office is 12.5% — more that 
twice the Whitehall average of 5% — it 
revealed that the whole of the managerial 
hierarchy is white. Straw is reported to have 
been appalled at the results and all depart- 
ments are now facing a shake up. 

Sir Paul Condon should go now, not just 
because of the appalling situation and lack of 
leadership revealed by the Lawrence affair 
but because of his weakness and lack of stew- 
ardship of the Met overall. 

It is interesting to note that Condon has 
called in Deputy Assistant Commissioner 
John Grieve to head the new Racial and 
Violent Crime Task Force, to try and tackle 
racism within the Met. Grieve is one of the 
officers who went to Condon some years ago 
to complain about the very serious level of 
organised corruption among his fellow 
officers. As the former head of the Criminal 
Intelligence Branch at the Yard and more 
recently of the Anti-Terrorist Squad, where he 
has enjoyed a success far beyond any of his 
predecessors, he has never worried about 
treading on toes when it came to old-style 
thinking and bigotry in the job. His name had 
recently come up as a prospective Deputy 
Chief Constable for the RUC — its operational 
head. If the Home Secretary had any real 
imagination and will to tackle the Met’s prob- 
lems effectively, he would give Condon early 
retirement and hand the Yard’s top job to 
Grieve while he still has enough years to 
serve to give him a proper chance to break the 
mould. 

Grieve clearly has a few well placed ene- 
mies in the job. After his spell as head of the 
drugs squad he suggested legalisation of 
some drugs in order to undermine organised 
crime. This made him very unpopular with 
organised drug dealers, bent cops who profit- 
ed from the drugs trade and politicians on the 
right. To these one might add today the nar- 
row-minded bigots of New Labour. 

Addressing a press conference after his 
most recent appointment, Grieve told the 
media, in response to a question about low 
numbers of black police officers in the Met, 
that today 800 of the 27,000 officers were 
black, a huge increase over recent years. At 
least two black high flyers have been very 
publicly promoted to command level at 
Hornsey and Battersea. One, Mike Fuller, led 
the drive against street crime — mugging — in 
south London three years ago. The other is 
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Neville Lawrence at the opening session of the inquiry into his son’s death. 








Below left: Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police Sir Paul Condon, under 
whose stewardship the police failed to investigate the Lawrence murder. Below 
right: Deputy Assistant Commissioner John Grieve, head of the Yard's new anti- 
racist task force, has always spoken openly about racism in the police service 





Ron Hope, the first chair of the Black and 
Asian Police Association when it was formed 


in 1994. He recently served with the 
Inspectorate of Constabulary. Now in his 
early forties, he has always spoken openly 
about racism in the job. 

The Association of Chief Police Officers, 
ACPO, also announced that Grieve and Denis 
O’Connor, the officer responsible for race 
policy at the Yard, would join an eight-strong 
national task force to improve race relations 
in the police. John Newing, the Chief 
Constable of Derbyshire, announcing the for- 
mation of this body said that the “Lawrence 
case had shocked other forces”. 

Calls for racial awareness training for all 
police officers seem somewhat irrelevant. At 
least some training of this nature has been 
taking place for many years, to a greater 
degree in some services than in others. The 
Hendon Police Centre Cadet Training School 
did a lot of work in this area, including invit- 
ing a lecturer from Searchlight and using 
material supplied by the Home Office that 
was often drawn from Searchlight. The cadet 
force and the training school no longer exist: 
perhaps something similar for young adult 
officers should be restored. 

Experts in the field of recruitment and 





training for the police say that if the present 
age imbalance in recruitment is not redressed, 
the cadet force will have to be reintroduced. 
If this happens, perhaps an improved system 
of training of youngsters, once they join the 
adult service, will produce a real improve- 
ment in attitudes. 

The one redeeming feature in the Lawrence 
case has been the revelation that some CID 
and uniformed officers dealing with the case 
did identify the killers rapidly, and it was no 
fault of theirs that their superiors let down 
not only Stephen Lawrence and his family, 
but also their fellow officers, by their 
grotesque inefficiency, racism and, at worst, 
corruption. 

The second part of the Lawrence Inquiry 
will see some valuable contributions from the 
organisations invited to give evidence. 
Searchlight hopes that most will contain some 
of the wisdom quoted here and will not con- 
sist of defensive posturing by sections of the 
police or thoughtless ranting from some com- 
munity groups. This will be a rare opportuni- 
ty to make public some worthwhile ideas that 
could lead to fewer dreadful crimes like the 
murder of young Stephen and a more honest 
and responsive police service to serve all 
decent Londoners. 


BNP Euro-election 
campaign aims to 
reach millions 


he British National Party is preparing itself for its biggest 
ever electoral push in a campaign that will equal the ballot 
box activities of the National Front during its peak in the 
1970s. Standing at least 28 candidates in next summer’s European 
election will enable the BNP to distribute its racist and obnoxious 


material to seven million homes. 


The European election will be the first 
British election fought wholly under propor- 
tional representation. While the Bill setting 
the new electoral rules has yet to complete its 
passage through Parliament, the outline is 
clear. Under the proposals Britain will be 
divided into 12 regions, with the voter 
expressing a preference for a political party 
rather than an individual candidate. The polit- 
ical parties will register candidate slates, with 
the order being determined by the party itself. 

The system will enable a party to gain an 
MEP with as little as 8% of the vote. On a 
50% voter turnout, the BNP would need to 
gain at least 160,000 votes in London to have 
one candidate elected. In the 1997 general 
election the BNP received 19,935 votes in the 
23 constituencies it contested (out of a possi- 
ble 72) in London, an average of 2% of the 
vote. Even in the two east London seats 
where the BNP saved its deposits, it failed to 
reach the 8% level. 

Bearing in mind the massive Labour land- 
slide that swept Tony Blair to Downing 
Street, which probably depressed the BNP 
vote, and the fact that the party contested only 
one third of even the London seats in 1997, it 
would not be surprising if the BNP vote 
increased. While the BNP could well receive 
40,000 votes (although the lower turnout in 
European elections will also keep many BNP 
supporters at home), the chances of the nazis 
gaining a seat are fairly inconceivable, a fact 
that even they seem grudgingly to admit. 
However they have set their sights on a far 
more achievable goal, that of spreading their 
propaganda throughout the country. 

Under the electoral rules any party will 
qualify for a political broadcast by standing 
slates in at least three regions. In addition to a 
five-minute television and radio broadcast 
every party will be entitled to send every 
voter a political leaflet. 

By contesting the election in at least three 
regions, the BNP will have its obnoxious lit- 
erature distributed to seven million house- 
holds. It will reach an adult audience of over 
ten million people. 

Not only will postal workers, including 
many blacks and Asians, be forced to deliver 
this filth, it will also be done at public 
expense. This amounts to £1.4 million of free 
postage, in addition to the free air time on 
television and radio. It will also enable the 
BNP to conduct an operation far beyond its 
present capabilities. In London the party 


would have — difficulty 
organising a car boot sale 
let alone an election cam- 
paign of any real substance. 
In recent local elections, 
even in its traditional heart- 
land of east London, the 
BNP has been unable to 
deliver more than a few 
thousand leaflets. 
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BNP LAUNCHES ANTI-EURO DRIVE 


‘SAVE OUR STERLING!’ This is the popular message of the BNP’s latest national leaflet. 
Double-sided and two-coloured, this topical leaflet is perfect both for recruitment and to 
‘warm up’ voters for the coming European election. It is the start of a campaign which will 
put the British National Party on the map as the only serious nationwide alternative to the 


European Empire into which the old parties 
are dragging our country. 

We are not contesting next year’s Euro- 
election because we've decided that reducing 
Britain to being a powerless province under the 
jackboot of foreign banks and bureaucrats is a 
good idea. It is not, and we will never accept it. 

Rather, we are putting forward BNP 
candidates in order to give the British people 
the opportunity to elect candidates pledged to 
oppose the growth of Euro-slavery from within. 
Next June’s elections will see a significant bloc 
elected on a nationalist ticket from all over 
Europe: France, Germany, Austria, and 
Denmark are all sure to send anti-EU MEPs to 
Strasbourg. We will give Britain the chance to 
do the same thing. And, while it is unlikely this 
time that we will break the 8-10 per cent barrier 
needed to win seats under the Proportional 
Representation system which will be used, it is 
at least possible. 

Whatever happens, the BNP will get 
another TV and radio broadcast, the free 
delivery of millions ofleaflets, large amounts 
of press coverage, and thousands of enquiries. 
That’s why the campaign is so important — 
and why we need your help! 








24-hr SOS hotline: 0374 454893 
Web aite:- www jetted. demon.co.uk 











‘SAVE OUR STERLING!’ leaflets cost £8 
per 1,000, plus £5.15 p&p, or just £5.80 
postage for 2,000. Please make cheques/POs 
payable to ‘BNP’ and send to P.O. Box 117, 
Welling, Kent, DA16 3DW. 


By running a successful 
and well organised cam- 
paign, the BNP hopes to 





BNP website http://www.webcom.com/bnp 








attract over 10,000 
inquiries. For a party num- 
bering less than 1,000 


members, of whom only a 
few hundred are activists, 
this would provide a major injection of 
recruits and funds. The nazis’ target is cer- 
tainly achievable. After the 1997 general 
election the BNP claimed to have received 
over 3,000 inquiries after a campaign that 
only reached one million households. At that 
time it failed to turn inquirers into members; 
this time the party may be better organised to 
do so. 

While the BNP has not yet announced the 
regions it intends to contest, they seem likely 
to be London, England North West and the 
West Midlands. A fourth possibility is 
Yorkshire and Humberside. 

The BNP has already started to drop the 
Rights for Whites campaigns and to replace 
them with a mass-produced leaflet on benefit 
cuts under New Labour and a second, even 
bigger drive on the European currency. 
These, together with a hypocritical campaign 
over paedophilia to whip up trouble at street 
level, will push race into the background in 
the campaign. The BNP’s only problem is 
that Nick Griffin, heir apparent to the party 
leadership, finds it hard not to attack Jews in 
the party’s publications. 

Griffin now sees himself as something of a 
jet setter, with plans to fly to Queensland, 
Australia, to meet Pauline Hanson, whose 
racist party, National Action, has recently 
won 11 seats in the state parliament. 
However, the Australians might have better 
sense than to allow this recently convicted 
criminal into their country, and apply the 
same laws to him that were used to keep the 
revisionist author David Irving at arms 
length. 

If Griffin does get into Queensland, he will 


The BNP attempts to overcome the first hurdle in its 
European election campaign: getting its own 
members interested enough to buy and distribute 
leaflets without a race hate theme 


have an interesting time as National Action is 
now being racked with a huge gay scandal 
and is in the throes of a major split. Perhaps 
his secretive negotiations nearer to home, 
with French right-wingers, might prove more 
fruitful to the BNP, or Griffin’s own agenda. 

Over the coming months Searchlight will 
be covering a variety of themes relating to the 
BNP’s European election campaign, includ- 
ing details of the party’s candidates. We will 
also be establishing a Euro-election Action 
Diary on our web site, where up-to-the- 
minute information will be posted. For those 
without access to the internet, Searchlight 
will be producing a monthly bulletin contain- 
ing information beyond what can be covered 
in the magazine. 

The European Elections will be the central 
focus of BNP activity over the coming year. 
Griffin has spoken of his desire to establish a 
campaign office in London and rapidly 
expand the party’s internet capabilities. The 
BNP already has three sites, one with video 
and speech clips. 

It is imperative that the anti-fascist move- 
ment begins to organise against the BNP 
campaign now. 


To receive Searchlight’s monthly 
Euro-election bulletin write to: 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish 
Street, London WIM 8JR 


Searchlight’s web site can be 
found at: 
http://www.s-light.demon.co.uk 
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POISONING OUR CHILDREN’S MINDS 
— NAZIS INVADE EAST LONDON 
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Far left: Derek Beackon 
promoting race war for 
east London three years 
before his election as a 
local councillor. 

Centre: Searchlight’s 
early warning of the 
consequences of the 
BNP’s plans. 

Left: Wrapped in the 
Union flag, a BNP 
activist leads party boss 
John Tyndall, flanked 
by the convicted 
bomber and violent 
thug Tony Lecomber, 

on a march through 
London’s East End in 
1990 


Left: The result of the BNP’s 
campaign: young Muktar 
Ahmed, battered and 
disfigured for life after 
being beaten by a racist 
gang. 


Right: BNP and 
NF imported 
thugs attempt to 
lay claim to the 
streets of east 
London 


















Left: May 1991 a national BNP demonstration sets out 
to march through Thamesmead, only yards from the 
scene of Rolan Adams's death in a racist attack. 


Below: Bermondsey, August 1991: BNP and NF 

activists inspire and lead several hundred local racists 
in hours of rioting against a black march and the local 
black community 

















Left: As the BNP’s 
campaign spreads 
to southeast 
London, a temple 
is wrecked in 
Greenwich 
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Pen, fiihrer of the fascist Front National 

(FN), is running out of steam. His recent 
television appearances have shown an enfee- 
bled and rapidly aging man, while a series of 
internal problems in the FN have called his 
leadership into question. 

The only possible successor to Le Pen, it 
seems, is Bruno Mégret. For a long time 
Méeret has touted himself as a “moderate” 
but he has shown in Vitrolles, where his wife 
is mayor, that the reality is different. 

Mégret, who has directed Le Pen’s presi- 
dential campaigns, will hold many powerful 
cards in the event of a fight to succeed Le 
Pen. A reserve captain in an armoured unit, 
he joined the FN in 1985 and is today deputy 
leader of the party, a member of the European 
Parliament and a regional councillor in 
Provence. 

Much is known about Mégret’s recent his- 
tory, but to discover Mégret’s true political 
nature, it worth delving into his past. 


égret was born in one of the 
smartest districts of Paris on 4 
April 1949. His father was a privy 


councillor and the family was politically of 
the centre. Still at school during the worker- 
student revolt of 1968, Mégret was simulta- 
neously dazzled, repelled and humiliated by 
the ideological supremacy of the “leftists”, 
who called his fellow students out on strike. 
Since then Mégret has harboured a ferocious 
hatred of those he terms communists and 
their supposedly malign influence on the 
young. 

His prejudices notwithstanding, Mégret 
concentrated on his studies at which he 
shone, attending the prestigious Ecole poly- 
technique and Ponts-et-Chaussées, two of 
France’s foremost academic institutions. The 
young Mégret also enjoyed himself famously 
during his scientific studies at Berkeley in 
California, where he discovered cannabis but 
remained aloof from the pot-smoking ses- 
sions that were almost obligatory. 

This attitude goes some way to explain his 
rapid entry into politics in the Gaullist 
Rassemblement pour la République (RPR). 
By 1979 he was already a member of the 
RPR’s central committee, a protégé of 
Charles Pasqua, a conservative hardliner des- 
tined to become a fearsome Interior Minister. 
Mégret remained in this position until 1982, 
his political career running parallel to his pro- 
fessional career in the higher echelons of the 
French state. 

At the same time Mégret had become 
active in the Club d’Horloge, a hard-right 
think-tank, which he had joined in 1971 and 
of which he was an officer until 1981. There 


[: is an open secret that Jean-Marie Le 
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the 


French equivalent of 


Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 
carries out excellent research and analysis 


of the far right in France. Reflex is pleased 
to extend the benefit of its expertise to 
Searchlight’s readers by contributing a 
monthly resumé of events in France. 


Career solieieion waits in the FN’s wings 














The fascist thoughts of 
Bruno Mégret 


@ Commenting on the celebrations of the 
bicentenary of the French Revolution of 
1789, Mégret declared himself opposed to 
the systematic inclusion of black people in 


the ceremonial march-pasts. The same 
year, at an FN seminar on ecology, he ele- 
vated the French to a “race” and stated “we 
do not want to be the mammoths and pan- 
das of the human species”. 

@ He proposed freeing places for the 
French in hostels for the homeless by 
expelling illegal immigrants and delin- 
quents to their countries of origin. ‘ 
@ He has bluntly declared that “the 
inequality of races is obvious”. 

@ “I can signal it to you but must not say 
it: the Nazis did away with unemployment! 
And just because Hitler liked classical 
music is no reason why anyone should not 
like classical music”, he said in October 
last year. 


he met Yvan Blot and Jean-Yves Gallou, both 
of whom later became prominent in the FN. 
Mégret started to move away from the RPR, 
which he felt was too woolly and flabby, 
although he remained involved in the prepa- 
ration of Jacques Chirac’s 1981 presidential 
campaign. 

Chirac’s defeat at the hands of the 
Socialist Francois Mitterrand left Mégret 
in a state of deep despair and led to his 
decisive break with Gaullist conservatism. 
He left the RPR in 1982. At that time the 
FN was still insignificant, polling only 
0.18% in the 1981 parliamentary elections 


and not standing in the presidential contest. 

Mégret was not attracted to any other party, 
which is why, in 1982, he established the 
Committee of Republican Action (CAR), 
together with the former French Algerian 
colonist Jean-Claude Bardet. 

The CAR stated its central political aim as: 
“to lead campaigns of permanent opposition 
to prepare the return of a non-Marxist govern- 
ment”. One of the “campaigns” led by the 
CAR, and largely publicised in the right-wing 
and extreme right-wing press, was against the 
“Marxisation” of school textbooks. 

The CAR claimed around 6,000 members 
in more than 100 local committees, and 
organised hundreds of meetings and a few 
demonstrations. In contrast to the Club 
d’Horloge, which saw itself mainly as a “lab- 
oratory of ideas”, the CAR campaigned to 
reach a wider audience. 

Media simplifications about Mégret are 
incorrect. He is not a cold technocrat, with- 
drawn from the world. Even if he holds the 
populace in contempt, he is acutely aware 
that they represent vital votes and that noth- 
ing can replace campaigning to win those 
votes. 

Mégret’s period of activity in the CAR is 
very illuminating because it indicates how 
deeply his racist and anti-social ideas are 
rooted. Anti-communism was a main war- 
horse of the CAR, but it was not the only one. 
Indeed, the main themes of the “New Right” 
in general and the Club d’Horloge in particu- 
lar — the struggle against equality, for implan- 
tation of rightist principles and against 
Marxism — were fully developed by Mégret 
and his allies. 

The notion of a struggle between “identi- 
ty”, based on race, nation and family, and 
“cosmopolitanism” is one of the FN’s central 
ideological pillars and provides the justifica- 
tion for its apartheid-style policy of “national 
preference”. Through the CAR, which then 
had no point of contact with the FN but sever- 
al with the traditional right, Mégret sought to 
advance these ideas independently. 

The CAR’s immigration policy was edify- 
ing: immediate expulsion of all “illegal” 
migrants, repatriation of all immigrants who 
had entered France in the previous ten years 
and assimilation programmes to force immi- 
grant youth to “learn French identity and its 
characteristics and traditions” a pro- 
gramme not far removed from the infamously 
racist “Fifty Points” he formulated in the 
name of the FN ten years later. 

Méeret’s administrative competence and 
experiences at the heart of both the RPR and 
the FN have stood him in good stead and 
enabled him perfectly to combine his own 
ideas and the most radical concepts of the FN. 
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Two anti-fascists slain in nazi hit 


r wo anti-racist skins were murdered, 
execution-style, in the Las Vegas 
valley desert on 4 July. To date police 

say they are investigating the murders as a 

possible “hate crime”, but have made no 

arrests. Las Vegas anti-racist skins, however, 
are certain that their two friends were mur- 
dered by “nazi boneheads”. Anti-Racist 

Action was organising a national demonstra- 

tion on 29 August in Las Vegas to “take back 

the streets from white supremacist terrorists”. 
Daniel Shersty, a white 21-year-old airman 
stationed at Nellis Air Force Base, and Lin 

Newborn, a black 25-year-old working at a 

tattoo and piercing parlour, were members of 

the Las Vegas Unity Skins. Anti-racists 
believe the two were lured out into the desert 
that night by two young women. One had 
recently been Newborn’s customer at the 
tattoo parlour and left a phone message 
asking him out for a date. Shersty was found 
near his car 500 metres from a major 
highway, shot in the face. Newborn was 
found 140 metres away, apparently shot while 
trying to flee. 

Racist skinhead activity in Las Vegas had 
been increasing. Just weeks 


National Park from Las Vegas in 1992. 
Shortly afterwards, Army of Israel skins were 
arrested while trying to sneak weapons to 
Randy Weaver during his stand-off with the 
FBi. They have since publicly paraded their 
weapons training. (The Bangeter gang is not 
the only paramilitary outfit in Utah. Law 
enforcement personnel are still looking for 
two “survivalists” who shot and killed a cop 
several weeks ago and have eluded capture in 
the desert badlands ever since.) 


Changes in the skin scene 

North American white power skins still occa- 
sionally clash with anti-racist skins in the 
street. Anti Racist Action (ARA), a national 
network which includes skinheads, reports 
that racist skins broke into the home of an 
anti-racist band, destroyed equipment and left 
graffiti in Louisiana. ARA also records one 
serious incident in Toronto and street con- 
frontations in Montreal, but few brawls at 
music venues generally. This summer ARA 
organisers toured 50 cities with the Mighty 
Mighty Bosstones, another 50 cities with ten 
punk and ska bands on the WARP tour and 20 





earlier, racist skins followed a 
black man home and shot up his 
apartment. Residents returned 
fire, driving the attackers away. 
There were even reports of 
recruiting among 12 and 13- 
year-olds in a junior high 
school. The murders of Shersty 
and Newborn, however, do not 
reflect the past pattern of 
violence by white power skins. 
In most cases that violence has 
been spontaneous, the result of a 
chance street encounter, or 
occasioned by drugs and 
‘alcohol. Incidents have rarely 
been planned and deliberate. 
The 4 July murders may auger a 
new level of organisational 
sophistication. 

They may not have been com- 
mitted by locals, however. Las 
Vegas is on the highway 
between Orange County, 
California and St George, Utah. 
Orange County has been home 
to neo-nazi groups for decades 
and the St George-Zion National 
Park area has been settled by 
Johnny Bangeter and his heavily 
armed Army of Israel skinhead 
encampment. Several of the 
core group are young women. 

Bangeter relocated to Zion 











American and British nazi youths supporting a 
KKK rally in the USA 


Searchlight has sent the following message 
to Anti-Racist Action in the USA and 
Canada on behalf of our editorial team and 
readers: 

The news of the brutal murder of two 
young anti-fascists, Daniel Shersty and Lin 
Newborn, is a tragic blow to all of us, but 
not so large a blow as to halt the work of 
the thousands of young people in your 
organisation in the USA and Canada who 
are coming into the battle against racism 
and fascism. Perhaps it is symbolic that 
one comrade was white and one was black. 
They had fought side by side and were 
murdered side by side. 

In Europe in recent years, in Denmark, 
Germany and Austria, the movement has 
also has its casualties and all too often they 
have been young people. Almost all have 
been killed in cowardly ways. We know 
from studying our mutual histories that the 
casualty list of those who have opposed 
far-right extremism in North America is 
too long and may grow longer before the 
struggle is over. But in this fight it is 
important for us to unite and in that unity 
show such an indestructive spirit that even- 
tually victory will come. 

Salud Daniel and Lin. Lotta continua! 


cities with No FX. The network now counts 
115 active chapters, many newly formed. 

After a period of widespread, spontaneous 
mayhem in the 1980s and early 1990s, nazi 
skinheads increasingly came under the hege- 
mony of the Hammerskins, which empha- 
sised organisational development over ran- 
dom street violence. As Searchlight noted last 
January, neo-nazis concentrated on their own 
Aryan Fests and business enterprises. 

During the same period, Resistance 
Records in Detroit dominated the scene with 
its magazine and compact disc publishing. 
Propaganda by William Pierce’s National 
Alliance also became ubiquitous, particularly 
after winning the allegiance of George Burdi, 
the motivating personality behind Resistance 
Records. Now, however, Burdi has apparently 
“retired”, and Resistance Records shares CD 
publishing and distribution with Wolfpack 
Records and Tri-State Terror. National 
Alliance material is still omnipresent in the 
white power subculture, however. 

If Detroit was a subculture epicentre when 
Resistance Records predominated, the north- 
east may now be a new axis of activity. The 
AC Skins are reportedly the most powerful 
bloc with 300 members in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. Three bands — Aggravated 
Assault, Blue-Eyed Devils and Operation 
Ghetto Storm — are affiliated with AC Skins, 
lending it additional power. 

Changes in the skinhead subculture may be 
more conducive to neo-nazis. A new non- 
political ethos has replaced the sharp delin- 
eation between anti-racists and white power 
of the early 1990s. The Skinhead Bible and its 
“politics is not skinhead” ideals are newly 
popular. As a result, self-identified “non- 
racist” (rather than anti-racist) skins freely 
drink beer and socialise with neo-nazis. Anti- 
racist skins, on the other hand, are often 
anathema because of their strongly held 
beliefs. All tendencies, of course, claim to 
carry on the “true” skinhead heritage. 


Searchlight, September 1998 23 














Get Searchlight’s 


community responses 
handbook PFREEL | 


Teachers, youth workers, 

anti-fascist organisers, community relations 
officers and other working against racism and 
fascism are invited to apply for a free copy of 
the highly acclaimed Searchlight Educational 
Trust handbook, “When Hate Comes to 
Town” Community Responses to Racism and 
Fascism. 


A very generous donation from a charity that 
raises money for young people's projects has 
made this offer possible. The donors have 
asked us to give priority to those working 
with young people to help give them a solid 
start in life against the sick ideas of fascists 
and racists. 


The handbook normally costs £30 for 
organisations, £20 for community groups and 
£15 for individuals, plus postage, so this offer 
represents a real saving. 


To obtain a free copy, please send your name 
and address and reason why you qualify 
under the terms of this donation, plus £5 to 
cover postage and packing. 


Searchlight would welcome any donations to 
help us further our youth educational work. 
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As the inquiry into the death of Stephen 
Lawrence draws to a conclusion the Stephen 


Lawrence Family Campaign announces a 





National Civil Rights 
March and Rally 


The event will take place in autumn in 
central London. The rally will be addressed 
by an international platform of speakers. 
President Nelson Mandela and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu have been invited to speak, 
alongside national figures from Britain. 


For details see the October issue of Searchlight or contact 
Suresh Grover at the Stephen Lawrence Family Campaign 
on 0181 843 2333. 


This will be Britain’s chance to show the 


world and tell our government that as a 


society we are no longer prepared to 
stand for racial violence and murder. 
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Racism, Fascism and 
Antisemitism 
A European Perspective 


Tuesday 15 September 1998 
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foster grandfather and a family 
arad Happe, did and Happe went 
active with both the BNP and 
monds turned to a small crowd 
i excitedly yelled, “The East End 
vazi”. Later in a pub just off 
n, whose staff had attended the 
k man walked in and asked for 
Whitechapel. He was grabbed 
against a fruit machine by Bob 
cked repeatedly until he left the 
owd of drinkers gave rapturous 
his actions. Jarvis was typical of 
ng BNP members; he normally 
kick policemen when they were 
red. 
Whites had a strong East End 
Welling and south London the 
jot fail to make headlines by its 
e. Not a day went past without 
ty somewhere, about the BNP 


The 1977 Lewisham riots, Collins’s first image 





Left: Collins marches with the National Front 
1989. Behind him is Terry Blackham, the viole 


office-cum-bunker. It was 
almost as if 154 Upper Wick- 
ham Lane was a local institu- 
tion, like a sordid old brothel 
people would rather not talk 
about. 

When Rolan Adams was 
murdered in Thamesmead in 
1991 just up the road from the 
BNP HQ, the BNP marched in 
the area in the face of stiff 
local opposition, bringing with 
them large numbers from the 
East End, shipped in to cleanse 
the surrounding area of opposi- 
tion. In the run-up to the march 
Edmonds showered in his 
kitchen then showed me the 
local press. “We’re not causing 
a race war here. It was already 
here, we’re just defending the 
local whites, he [Adams] was 
just another nigger with a pen 
knife.”. No laughs, no smiles. 
To the BNP it was a fact. The 
Thamesmead march was more 
aggressive and better attended 
than the BNP had hoped it 
would be. 

In 1991 I gave an interview 
at the Blue Market in 
Bermondsey to a Canadian TV 
crew. Edmonds went first, for 
the BNP, and I went second for 
the NF. I told the camera: “This 
is all I will ever have,” the 
director shouted “cut” and I 
consigned my life to the dust- 
bin of history. The National 
Black Caucus marched that 
afternoon between lines of 
flats, protesting about racism in 





the borough. (The 
racist attacks since 
ed to campaign in 
general election.) 
counter-demonstra 
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was to pass, and d 
white people to de 
near all-white nei 
the head of C18 ¢ 
for racist propagal 
many people were 
tion, but it was no 
angry white faces 
had ever seen ¥ 
something, so an 
playing Sunderla 
National Black C 
almost as if the 
telling them black 
so they joined the 
The angry mob 
and chased the m 
they considerably 
huge army attacke 
and white, and thn 
As we swelled ag: 
looked us in the 
attack. “Please st 
give us room,” th 
less. There was ; 
while before the 
out of the area ar 
them and the poli 
stones. When the 
the crowd, it was 
front of the came 
the racists behin 
claim responsibilit 
Marchers burnt 
act of incredible 


